
Discover the Mysteries 
in Your Family… 

with help from the  

Los Angeles Public Library! 

 
Julie Huffman 

LAPL Genealogy Librarian 

jhuffman@lapl.org 



Basic Strategy 

 
 
 

●  Start with yourself and move slowly back in time 

●  Prove The Big 3: birth, marriage, death 

●  Record what you find and where you found it 



An example. 

 

Should he appear in the 1940 census? 

 

YES! 

 

My father: Max Huffman, born 1937 in Iowa 

 

Using my favorite starting point:  

the 1940 U.S. Federal Census 

 

...as a 3-year-old. 



Let’s go to FamilySearch.org 

to access the 1940 census 

(you can do this anywhere with an Internet connection!) 

 

http://www.familysearch.org 
 
 



Pedigree Charts 

 
 
 

●  Way to record what you find 



Make sure you note WHERE you got the information.   
Keep a separate sheet for references,  

and the items here in red would be footnoted  
with the same number and lead to: 

Max E. Hoffman/Huffman 

James Hoffman/Huffman 

Helen ________ 

Abt 1938 

Abt 1899 

Abt 1900 

Iowa 

Canada 

Iowa 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1940 U.S. Census, Kingsley, Iowa, image page 
11, accessed via Familysearch.org 

1 



1

If you need to expand (and you will)... 



16 1 

It can get a little confusing. 



Tree Software 

 
 
 

●  Online, or a software program you keep on your computer 

●  Free or pay for it (there are trade-offs if you go for “free”) 



Some of the popular online tree sites: 

 
●  Ancestry.com -- expensive, but easy and flexible  

(the library’s subscription to Ancestry.com DOES NOT allow you to make a tree!) 

●  FamilySearch.org -- free, but clunky 

●  FindMyPast.com -- free, decent 

●  ZoomPast.org -- free, fun, but a little unconventional 

●  WikiTree -- free, but not that graphically pleasing 



Some of the popular software to download: 

 

●  Family Tree Builder from MyHeritage.com -- free 

●  LegacyFamilyTree.com -- highly rated, $35 

●  Family Historian 6 -- buy on Amazon.com for $50 

●  Family Tree Maker -- allows you to sync with Ancestry, $80 







The Los Angeles Public Library 
www.lapl.org 

 
630 W. 5th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90071 

History & Genealogy Department is on Lower Level 4 
Genealogy Librarian:  Julie Huffman, 213-228-7413, jhuffman@lapl.org 



How Can LAPL Help You? 

 
 
 

●  Books: family histories, “how to’s,” compilations of records 

●  Journals/Magazines/Newsletters: for specific family names, 
places, or subjects 

●  Databases: we subscribe to them so you don’t have to! 

●  Indexes: we go through books and journals to find your people 

●  Digitized records: Los Angeles-area city directories 



Books 

 

http://www.lapl.org 
 



Journals/Magazines/Newsletters 

We have over 600 genealogy periodicals 

http://www.lapl.org 
 



Databases 

 

http://www.lapl.org 
 



Database to Try at Home: 

 

www.familysearch.org 
 



Indexes 

 

http://www.lapl.org 
 



Digitized Records 

 

http://www.lapl.org 
 



Genealogy Garage 

 
 
 

●  Every 3rd Saturday at Central Library from 11 am - 12:30 pm 



calendar.lapl.org 

Go to this web address and type “genealogy” as your keyword to 
see what genealogy events are happening at LAPL! 



Any questions? 

 
 
 


